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All 16+ now eligible for vaccine
As of April 15, Washingtonians age 16 and older are
eligible to receive a COVID-19 vaccination.
Currently, Pfizer is the only COVID-19 vaccine authorized
for people 16 years of age and older. Moderna is
authorized for people 18 and older. Those 16 or 17 may
need consent from a parent or guardian to get the
vaccine, unless they are legally emancipated.
Over six hundred vaccinated last Saturday in Chimacum
Jefferson County Public Health together with Jefferson
County Emergency Management held another mass
vaccination clinic last Saturday at the Chimacum High
School Multi-Purpose Room where a total of 622 people
were vaccinated. In the morning, 327 received their
second dose of Moderna and in the afternoon, 295
received their first dose of the vaccine.
Another vaccination clinic is planned for Saturday, April
24 at the Chimacum High School Multi-Purpose room
from 1-4PM for a first dose inoculation of Moderna.
Anyone 18 years of age and older can receive the
Moderna vaccine. To schedule an appointment, go to
www.bit.ly/jeffcovax or call 360-344-9791.

Update from Dr. Locke
Dr. Locke reported that 54.5% of the residents in
Jefferson County have received their first dose of vaccine
and almost 40% are now fully vaccinated. COVID activity
is increasing in 26 different states and Washington is one
of those states. Hospitalizations and deaths are also
increasing. The slowly increasing trend in Jefferson
County and Clallam and Kitsap
counties are being dominated by the variants particularly
the B 1.4.2.9 that arose in California and is more
infectious than the previous strains. The UK variant,
which is more transmissible, has been found in Clallam
and Kitsap counties and, according to Locke, there are
probably some here in Jefferson County.
This past week there was one hospitalization and the first
COVID death at Jefferson Healthcare—a man in his 60s
with multiple comorbidities.
Indoor dining, indoor sports events and other large
gathering places indoors are still concerning, Locke said.

Fitness centers and gyms are increasingly high-risk places
to be even if you are fully vaccinated.
J&J vaccine is still on hold. “We are expecting to hear
more at the end of the week,” said Dr. Locke. That
vaccine is likely to be un-paused and become available
again with some restrictions, he said.
Dr. Locke stated that Pfizer is on the verge of submitting a
request to the FDA to allow 12-16-year-old students get
vaccinated with Pfizer starting in the summer. Moderna is
planning to make the same request. The intention is to
get students vaccinated before returning to school.
A vaccine for younger children is not expected to become
available until the fourth quarter of 2021 or the first
quarter of 2022.
The CDC has a program called V-safe that Dr. Locke
recommends people sign up for after getting vaccinated.
This is for smart phone users and is a place to report any
side effects after being vaccinated. Go to
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019ncov/vaccines/safety/vsafe.html for information about
the program.
Breakthrough cases in Washington State
Last week, the Washington State Department of Health
(DOH) reported a total of 217 COVID-19 breakthrough
cases among vaccinated people as of April 3. According to
a press release, that number has risen from 102 since
breakthrough cases were first reported on March 30.
Breakthrough cases—occurring when a person tests
positive for COVID-19 two weeks or more after receiving
the full course of an approved vaccine—have been
identified in 24 of Washington state’s 39 counties.
Scientists note that breakthroughs are expected with any
vaccine.

