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Washington joins Cal ifornia’s Scientif ic 
Safety Workgroup 
Gov. Inslee announced last week that Washington State 
together with Oregon and Nevada have joined California’s 
COVID-19 Scientific Safety Review Workgroup to 
independently review the “safety and efficacy of any 
vaccine approved by the FDA for distribution.” Inslee said, 
“we believe in science, public health and safety. Any 
COVID vaccine must be guided by the expertise of 
scientists and medical professionals and that’s just what 
this workgroup will do.”  
The things we are doing are working, Inslee reported. 
“Wearing masks has saved lives. We need to continue to 
limit our interactions with others, stay socially distant 
from others and wear masks even when at home.” 
Dr. Kathy Lofy, State Health Officer emphasized the need 
to always wear a mask. “It feels unnatural when we are 
with friends and asking friends to wear a mask is awkward 
but necessary. Ventilation is also important. If you are in a 
car, roll down a window,” Lofy suggested. 
 
State making progress on vaccine plan 
The Washington State Dept. of Health sent letters to 
healthcare providers last week encouraging them to 
enroll as approved COVID-19 vaccine providers, the first 
step in setting up vaccine provider locations. 
The Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) has 
asked all jurisdictions to include Washington sate, to plan 
to be ready by Nov. 15—emphasis on this being only a 
“be ready” date. Hospitals are the most likely pre-
positioning site candidates in Washington, but nothing is 
final, according to information published by the 
Washington Dept. of Health.  
 

 

Computers and Internet access purchased for 
students 
Gov. Inslee announced last Friday that $24 million in 
Coronavirus Relief Funds has been allocated to purchase 
64,000 computing devices for students across the state. 
“The COVID-19 pandemic has thrown challenges at every 
Washingtonian, especially working families and 
students—having the proper equipment to navigate their 
new educational reality shouldn’t be one of those 
challenges,” Inslee said. The first shipment of 20,000 
devices is expected in the coming weeks. The Governor 
together with Educational Service Districts and the Office 
of the Superintendent of Public Instruction (OSPI) will 
work to identify which school districts will receive the first 
shipment of devices in early November.  Additionally, the 
lack of internet connectivity has also posed a barrier to 
participating in remote learning. The OSPI has allocated 
$8.8 million in CARES Act funds to buy internet plans for 
60,000 families who cannot afford one. 
 

Dr.  Locke responds to community members’ 
questions 
Concerns about spending less than the recommended 15-
minute amount of time in the company of others were 
asked of Dr. Locke at today’s Board of County 
Commissioners meeting. Locke stated there are different 
elements to consider such as the distance between 
people, masking and ventilation or air movement. 
“Distancing is the most important of all,” he said.  
A question was asked about the effectiveness of wearing 
a mask for someone with a beard. Locke said a mask 
should work just as well as it would on someone without 
a beard. Locke noted that healthcare workers have 
shaved off their beards to allow for a tighter fit of the N95 
masks they wear.  
Regarding potential reactions to a coronavirus vaccine, 
Dr. Locke said there will be a system in place to monitor 
possible reactions. “We know there will be mild reactions 
as all parts of the immune system will be activated,” he 
said.  
 
 

Where to get facemasks 
Safeway Food Store; Food Coop; Quilcene Village Store;  
QFC-Port Hadlock; Mask s for low-income famil ies 
are  avai lable  at:  Public Health in Port Townsend; 
Olycap; YMCA and area Food Banks. 
	



 

  



 


