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Jefferson County Public Health finished winter monitoring along the Port Ludlow shoreline for fecal 

coliform bacteria in March 2017. Fecal coliform bacteria are indicators of pathways for 

contamination and potential risk of waterborne diseases. When bacteria levels are high, people can 

get sick from swimming or water recreation. 

Overall, most sample results were well below the State limit for primary contact during recreation of 

50 cfu/100ml of fecal coliform bacteria.  Nine sites exceeded the state limit. Note that one area in the 

lagoon south of the Twins could not be sampled (see the map). We 

hope to investigate further to determine why bacteria levels are high at 

the sites marked in orange and red. 

The study will be completed in the Fall of 2017 after a summer season 

of shoreline monitoring. We will post our findings along with other 

water quality updates for East Jefferson County, on the Water Quality 

and Shellfish section of www.jeffersoncountypublichealth.org. 

To maintain water quality in Port Ludlow, please do your part and 

help keep Puget Sound clean.  See back for tips on how you can help! 
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