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9.5 Water trails
A water access system may be developed for dory, sportyak, canoes, kayaks,
and other car-top boating activities. The water trails may provide access to salt
and freshwater bodies that are not readily accessible or suitable for powerboats
or other larger watercraft.

Where possible, water trailheads may be located to coincide with and use other
trail corridors, resource conservancies, and other park and recreation facility
services including parking lots, restrooms, and utilities. When provided on
separate sites, water trailheads may be improved with launch ramps or landings,
picnic tables, parking lots, restrooms, and other services.

Water trail enthusiasts working in conjunction with Jefferson County and other
private water trail interest groups identified most of the routes proposed in this
plan. Future water trail development projects may use the same cooperative,
joint venture approach to formally designate and improve existing launch sites
and trailheads and/or to develop new launch sites, rest stops, and other water
trail services.

Vision

As described, the water trail vision may:

- increase and promote public access to the area's significant fresh and
saltwater resources - particularly for car-top boating enthusiasts,
to scenic natural areas and features of interest that can not be accessed
from other trail systems,
for boating enthusiasts of all skill levels, and
for extended boating duration including the possibility of overnight trips.

Freshwater access — water bodies
Existing access - freshwater ponds and lakes
Kayak, canoe, rubber raft, dingy, and other hand-carry boat launch sites or
access points are provided onto the following water bodies:

1 Beausite Lake/NW  Hand-carry launch onto Beausite Lake with
Kiwanis Camp access from Beausite Lake and West Valley
Roads. Leased to NW Kiwanis for operation
of a group campground facility.

2 Gibbs Lake Park Hand-carry launch onto Gibbs Lake with
access from Gibbs Lake and West Valley
Roads.

3 Lake Leland Hand-carry launch and boat ramp onto the
south shore of Lake Leland with access
from Leland Valley Road.

4 Kah Tai Lagoon Hand-carry launch onto the lagoon with
Nature Park access from Sims Way across from the Boat
Haven.
5 Anderson Lake Hand-carry launch onto Anderson Lake with
State Park 1 picnic table, vault toilets, and boat launch
ramp with access from Anderson Lake
Road.
6 Crocker Lake Hand-carry, boat launch, and fishing access
Access 3 miles south of Discovery Bay on US-101.
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7 Tarboo Lake Hand-carry, boat launch, and fishing access
Access 7 miles north of Quilcene on Tarboo Lake
Road at the southeast end of the lake.
8 Leland Lake Hand-carry, boat launch, and fishing access
Access 6 miles north of Quilcene on US-101 on
Leland Lake Road on the east side of the
lake.
9 Yahoo Lake Hand-carry launch onto Yahoo Lake with 4

campsites, picnic tables and shelter, toilet,
kitchen shelter, and fishing access northeast
of Queets on US-101, 13 miles on
Clearwater Road, 4 miles on C-3000 Road,
6.1 miles on C-3100 Road.

Total freshwater pond and lake access

Proposed freshwater ponds and lakes access

There are no proposals for additional hand-carry boat launch sites or access
points to freshwater lakes and ponds.

Freshwater access — rivers
Existing access — rivers launch sites

Kayak, canoe, rubber raft, dingy, and other hand-carry boat launch sites or
access points are provided at the following river sites:

1 Quilcene River Hand-carry launch onto the Big Quilcene
Park River with access from Muncie Street.
2 Bogachiel Hand-carry launch onto the Bogachiel River
Recreation Area with access 6 miles south of Forks on US-
101.
3 Bogachiel River Hand-carry, boat launch, and fishing access
Access 8 miles south of Forks on US-101, 5 miles
east on Dowans Creek Road on the south
bank of the river.
4 Hoh River Access Hand-carry, boat launch, and fishing access
1 15 miles south of Forks on US-101, 0.5
miles west of the bridge on the north bank
of the river.
5 Hoh River Access Hand-carry, boat launch, and fishing access
2 12 miles south of Forks on US-101, 7 miles
east on Upper Hoh River Road on the north
side of the river.
6 Quilcene River Hand-carry, boat launch, and fishing
Access access, and hiking trails 2 miles south of
Quilcene on US-101.
7 Cottonwood Hand-carry launch onto Hoh River with 9
campsites, and toilet 13 miles south of
Forks on US-101, 2.3 miles on Oil City
Road, then 0.9 miles on H-4060 Road.
8 Hoh Oxbow Hand-carry launch onto Hoh River with 8
campsites, and restroom 14 miles south of
Forks on US-101 on the Hoh River.
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9 Coppermine
Bottom

Hand-carry launch onto Hoh River with 9
campsites, picnic tables and shelter, toilets,
fishing access, and pier 12.6 miles on
Clearwater Road on US-101, 1.5 miles on
C-1010 Road.

10 Upper Clearwater

Hand-carry boat launch with 9 campsites,
picnic tables and shelter, and toilet 12.9
miles on Clearwater Road, 3.2 miles on C-
3000 Road.

Total river launch sites

Proposed river launch sites

There are no proposals to provide additional hand-carry boat launch sites or

access points to rivers.

Freshwater trails — whitewater river runs
Existing whitewater river runs

10

Whitewater kayak, canoe, and raft hand-carry boat launch sites or access points
are provided at the following sites:

1 Upper Big Quilcene
River

Class 5-6 (extreme) river run with falls, logs,
rapids from November to June with a
gradient of 165 feet per mile. Put-in 1.4
miles on Penny Creek Road, then 1.8 miles
on Big Quilcene River Road, then 2.3 miles
on FS Road 2700.

2.0

2 Lower Big Quilcene
River

Starting with class 4+ (including portages,
trees, and hatchery wier) then class 2-3 river
run from November to June with a gradient
of 140 feet per mile. Put-in at Rainbow
Campground and take-out at the US-101
bridge 2 miles south of Quilcene.

3.2

3 Dosewallips River —
Elkhorn Canyon

Class 5-6 river run (with numerous portages
and boulders) with a gradient of 208 feet per
mile. Put-in approximately 15 miles on
Dosewallips Road below Dosewallips Falls
and take-out at Elkhorn Campground.

3.0

4 Upper Dosewallips
River — The Maze

Class 4+ river run (rapids and fallen trees)
with a gradient of 82 feet per mile. Put-in 11
miles on Dosewallips Road at Elkhorn
Campground and take-out river-right
downstream from FS Road 2620 bridge off
of Dosewallips Road at MP 5.9.

52

5 Lower Dosewallips
River

Class 3- river run (rapids and canyon) with a
gradient of 38 feet per mile. Put-in river-right
downstream from FS Road 2620 bridge off
of Dosewallips Road at MP 5.9 and take-out
at Dosewallips State Park.

6.5
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6 Duckabush River Class 4+ river run (rapids, boulder and 6.2
gorge, portages) with a gradient of 55 feet
per mile. Put-in 3.7 miles on Duckabush
Road at Range Hole Trail and take-out at
US-101 bridge.

7 South Fork Hoh Class 3 river run (rapids, logjam, portage) 6.7
River from November to July with a gradient of 37
feet per mile. Put-in at South Fork Hoh
Campground on H-1000 Road off of Hoh-
Clearwater Mainline and take-out off of
Rainforest Road off of the H-1000 Road.

8 Hoh River Class 2 river run (sweepers and portages) 20.0
from November to September with a
gradient of 24 feet per mile. Put-in 18.4
miles on Upper Hoh Road at the Ranger
Station and take-out at the Hoh Oxbow
Recreation Area at US-101.

Total miles whitewater river runs 53.8

Saltwater hand-carry access sites
Existing saltwater launch sites
Kayak, canoe, rubber raft, dingy, and other hand-carry boat launch sites or
access points are provided at the following sites (sometimes in association with
powerboat ramps):

1 North Beach Hand-carry launch onto the Strait of Juan de
County Park Fuca with access from Kuhn Street.
2 Lower Oak Bay Hand-carry launch and boat launch ramp
Park onto Oak Bay with access from Oak Bay
Road.
3 South Indian Island Hand-carry launch onto Oak Bay from
Park Indian Island with access from Flagler Road.
4 South Indian Island Hand-carry launch onto Oak Bay from
Lions Club Park Indian Island with access from Oak Bay
Road.
5 East Beach Park Hand-carry launch onto Admiralty Inlet from

Indian Island with access from Flagler Road.

6 Squamish Harbor Hand-carry launch and boat ramp onto
Boat Launch/Hicks = Squamish Harbor with access from Shine
Park Road.

7 Broad Spit Property Hand-carry launch onto Dabob Bay. No
public access from Bolton Peninsula via
Broad Spit Road.

8 Pope Marine Park  Hand-carry launch onto Port Townsend with
boat launch access from Madison Street.

9 City Dock Hand-carry launch onto Port Townsend from
new City Dock with temporary moorage and
access from Madison Street adjacent to
Pope Marine Park.

10 Adams Street Park Hand-carry launch onto Port Townsend with
access from the end of Adams Street.
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11 Union Wharf Hand-carry launch with transient floating
moorage dock on Port Townsend Bay with
access off Water Street.

12 Rotary Park Hand-carry launch onto Port Townsend with
access next to the ferry terminal on Water
Street.

13 Fort Worden Beach Hand-carry launch onto Admiralty Inlet with
access from Fort Worden State Park.

14 Point Hudson Hand-carry launch, boat launch ramp, 75-
slip marina onto Port Townsend with access
from Jefferson Street.

15 Boat Haven Hand-carry launch, boat ramp, 450-slip
marina, 125 vessel work yard, and 7-acre
shipyard onto Port Townsend with access
from Washington Street.

16 Quincy Street Dock Hand-carry access onto Port Townsend
from adjacent former state ferry dock at the
end of Quincy Street. The dock is not used
and has been fenced because of liability

concerns.
17 Gardiner Launch Hand-carry launch and boat ramp onto
Ramp Discovery Bay with access from Gradiner
Beach Road.
18 Port Hadlock Hand-carry launch and boat ramp onto Port
Launch Ramp Townsend with access from Lower Hadlock
Road.
19 Mats Mats Launch  Hand-carry launch and boat ramp with
Ramp moorage dock onto Mats Mats Bay with
access from Quarry Road.
20 Quilcene Marina Hand-carry launch, boat ramp, and 50-slip

marina onto Quilcene Bay with access from
Linger Longer Road.

21 Fort Worden State  Hand-carry launch with 3 primitive
Park & Conference campsites, bathhouse, vault toilets, 2 boat
Center launch ramps with floats, mooring float, 8
mooring buoys, underwater marine park,
shack bar and grocery concession, and
laundromat on Admiralty Inlet. Also includes
hand-carry access to Chinese Gardens.

22 Fort Flagler State Hand-carry launch onto Admiralty Inlet, Port
Park Townsend Bay, and Kilisut Harbor with 4
primitive campsites, restrooms, snacks and
grocery concession, 2 boat launch ramps,
moorage dock and floats, 7 mooring buoys,
and fishing pier.

23 Mystery Bay Hand-carry launch onto Kilisut Harbor with 4
Marine State Park picnic sites, picnic shelter, boat launch
ramp, dock with floats, 7 mooring buoys,
marine pump-out station, and vault toilet
with access from Flagler Road.
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24 Bywater Bay State  Hand-carry launch onto Bywater Bay and
Park/Wolfe Hood Canal with 20 primitive campsites,
Property vault toilets, and access from 7 Sisters
Road.
25 Dosewallips State Hand-carry launch onto Hood Canal with 2
Park primitive campsites, and vault toilets with
access from US-101 at Brinnon.

26 Pleasant Harbor Hand-carry access onto Pleasant Harbor

State Park with dock with float, and vault toilet on the
west side of the harbor adjacent 2 private
marinas with access from US-101.

27 Triton Cove State Hand-carry access onto Hood Canal with,

Park vault toilets, boat launch ramp, and a dock
for near-shore fishing with access from US-
101.
28 Point Whitney Hand-carry, boat launch, and fishing pier
Tidelands onto Dabob Bay 6 miles north of Brinnon on
US-101 and Point Whitney Road.

29 Shine Tidelands Hand-carry launch, 3 boat launch ramps, 20
campsites, and toilets onto Hood Canal with
access from SR-104.

30 White Rock Hand-carry launch onto Hood Canal located
3 miles southeast of Port Ludlow with
access from White Rock Lane, a private
road off of Paradise Bay Road.

31 Flapjack Cove Hand-carry launch onto Dabob Bay with

Tidelands Beach access from US-101.
54

32 Seal Rock Hand-carry launch onto Dabob Bay 2 miles
north of Brinnon on US-101. Operated by a
private lease with National Forest Service.

33 Port Hadlock Hand-carry launch, boat ramp/hoist, 160-slip

Marina marina, restrooms, showers, grocery, and
restaurant on Port Townsend Bay with
access from Alcohol Loop Road in Port
Hadlock.

34 Port Ludlow Marina Hand-carry launch, boat ramp/hoist, 300-slip
marina with 50-slip guest moorage, on Port
Ludlow with power, fuel, restrooms,
showers, laundry, pump-out, tackle,
supplies, 2 restaurants, lodging, and golf.

35 Yelvik's Ramp Private hand-carry and boat ramp behind
Yelvik’s Store located 3 miles north of
Brinnon with access from US-101.

36 Pleasant Harbor Hand-carry launch, boat ramp/hoist, 312-slip

Marina

marina with 43-slip guest moorage located
in Pleasant Harbor in Brinnon with 240-foot
side tie, power, fuel, pump-out, laundry, and
showers, groceries, gift shop, and swimming
pool.
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37 Pleasant Harbor 99-slip marina with no guest moorage
Old Marina located in Pleasant Harbor in Brinnon with
services available from new adjacent
marina.
Total existing saltwater launch sites 37

Proposed saltwater launch sites

Kayak, canoe, rubber raft, dingy, and other hand-carry boat launch sites or
access points may be provided at the following locations:

38

South Discovery Bay — Fairmount Beach Road

39

Chimacum Creek Beach County Park

40

South Marrowstone Island — WA State Parks property

41

Hood Canal — Brown Point Department of Defense property

42

Dabob Bay — Tarboo Bay WA Dept. of Natural Resources

property

43

Point Whitney — WA Department of Fish and Wildlife property

Total proposed saltwater launch sites 6

Saltwater access sites — waterside only
Existing saltwater access sites — waterside

Kayak, canoe, rubber raft, dingy, and other hand-carry boats may access the
shoreline or tidelands from the waterside at the following sites:

1 Old Fort Townsend Water access from Port Townsend Bay with
State Park 3 primitive campsites, restrooms, vault
toilets, and 4 mooring buoys.
2 Hood Canal State Water access to saltwater shoreline in 4
Park Tidelands tidelands located on the south end of the
Toandos Peninsula between Tskutsko Point
and Oak Head, east of Fisherman Harbor.
3 HJ Carroll Property Water access to saltwater shoreline located
0.2 miles north of Pulali Point on the west
side of Dabob Bay.
4 Right Smart Cove Water access to saltwater shoreline located
State Park 5 miles north of Brinnon and 0.3 miles west
of Wawa Point on the west side of a creek
draining a saltwater estuary.
5 Toandos Tidelands Water access to saltwater shoreline on the
State Park south end of Toandos Peninsula on both
sides of Fisherman’s Harbor.
6 Kinney Point Water access onto public tidelands located
Beach 404 A at the south end of Marrrowstone Island with
upper and beach.
7 Cape George Water access onto saltwater shoreline on
Beach 407 the Strait of Juan de Fuca at the mouth of
Discovery Bay.
8 Cape George Water access onto saltwater shoreline on
Beach 409 Discovery Bay.
9 Bolton Peninsula Water access onto public tidelands located
Beach 56 at the south end of the Bolton Peninsula.
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10 Case Shoal Beach  Water access onto beach located in
59A Squamish Harbor.

11 Squamish Harbor Water access onto shoreline on Squamish
Beach 59 Harbor.

12 Jackson Cove Water access to shoreline on Dabob Bay
Beach 55 adjacent to Pulali Point.

13 Triton Cove Beach  Water access to shoreline on Hood Canal
50 accessed by boat only.

14 Tabook Point Water access to shoreline on the west side
Beach 57 of Toandos Peninsula on Dabob Bay.

15 Toandos Peninsula Water access to shoreline on the east side
Beach 57B of Toandos Peninsula fronting on the

military reservation on Hood Canal.
Total existing saltwater access sites — waterside 1

Proposed saltwater access sites - waterside
There are no proposals to provide additional access for hand-carry boats from
the waterside.

Cascade Marine Trail - saltwater campsites
Existing overnight campsites
Overnight campsite accommodations are provided for kayak, canoe, dingy, and
other hand-carry boat users of the Cascade Marine Trail at the following sites:

1 Fort Worden State 3 primitive campsites, bathhouse, vault
Park & Conference toilets, mooring float, 8 mooring buoys,
Center snack bar and grocery concession, and

laundromat on Admiralty Inlet.

2 Fort Flagler State 4 primitive campsites, restrooms, snacks
Park and grocery concession, moorage dock and
floats, 7 mooring buoys, and fishing pier on
Admiralty Inlet.

3 Shine Tidelands 20 campsites and toilets on Hood Canal
with access from SR-104.

4 Dosewallips State 2 primitive campsites and vault toilets on

Park Hood Canal with access from US-101 at
Brinnon.
Total existing overnight campsites 4

Proposed overnight campsites
There are no proposals for additional overnight campsite accommodations for
hand-carry boat users.
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